
Right to Vote
Respecting the Voting Rights

of people with felonies in their past

Respect  theiR  Vote

Kentuckians in every county, no matter what we look 
like or how much money we make, know that our 
democracy works best when elections are free and 
fair. Every adult in our state ought to have a say 
through their right to vote.

Kentucky is one of only two states that permanently withholds the right to vote from people convicted 
of a felony. In most of the country, voting rights are automatically respected after a person completes a 
sentence. The right to vote is even taken away in cases of a class D felony, and only returned through a 
complicated process of seeking individual action by the Governor. 

 over 300,000 Kentuckians can’t vote because of these laws– that’s about 1 in 11 voting age 
Kentuckians.

Kentucky has the nation’s highest rate of Black voter disenfranchisement. 1 in 4 Black Kentuckians 
cannot vote due to the combination of lingering impact of the, tough-on-crime approach of past 
decades in communities of color and the regressive voting rights policy.
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cuRRent consensus
According to a recent poll by the League 
of Women Voters, 66% of Kentuckians 
favor restoring voting rights to people 
with felonies in their past including a 
majority of Republicans, Democrats, and 
Independents.

This legislation has passed the Kentucky 
House by as high a margin as 86 to 12 in 
recent years with strong majorities of both 
Democrats and Republicans in support.

community
Restoring voting rights even contributes to 
crime prevention. People with felonies in 
their past who vote are statistically half as 
likely to commit future crimes than people 
who don’t vote. 

When you think about it, it makes sense. 
When someone feels like part of a 
community, they’re less likely to act out 
against it.

KFTC.org/VotingRights



these  aRe  Real  people
Kentuck ians  Fo r  The  Commonweal th  d idn ’ t  se t  ou t  t o  s ta r t  a  campaign  on 
Resto ra t i on  o f  Vo t ing  R ights  fo r  Fo rmer  Fe lons  –  we  se t  ou t  to  empower  vo te rs 
th rough  vo te r  r eg is t ra t i on  and  educat ion .  But  eve r y  t ime  we  went  doo r  t o  doo r  t o 
reg is te r  vo te rs ,  we ’d  run  in to  peop le  who  wanted  to  vo te ,  but  cou ldn ’ t  because  o f 
someth ing  they ’d  done ,  somet imes  10 ,  20 ,  30 ,  o r  40  years  ago  –  and  they  and  the 
communi t i es  they  l i ve  in  a re  s t i l l  pay ing  the  p r i ce  today.

RobeRt  Jones, 
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We aRe KentucKians

”as someone who serves in the us military, 
i could be asked to take a bullet for this 
democracy at anytime... but i’m not allowed 
to participate in it.”

”i’ve got my children watching me. i’ve got 
my grandchildren watching me. i’m going to 
teach them the importance of voting.”

”i think all people should have the right to 
vote, no matter what their troubles in the 
past. at least give them the chance to do the 
right thing.”

Behind each of the 312,000 people who don’t have their voting rights because of Kentucky’s disenfranchisement 
laws, there is a story and a real person. Please help them by treating them like any other citizens after they’ve 
served their time.
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