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Blue Ribbon Commission: Statement Framework
This framework is one way for members to echo each other, stand with each other, and offer strategic and specific policy options that KFTC supports.  Feel free to use it for delivering comments, but don’t feel married to it. Get as far as you can; if you can only get through Part I, you’ll still be sending a good message!
I.  Who you are and what you want to see for Kentucky.

· I’m a [describe yourself] and I want to see _____.

· But instead this is what I see:

· “I’m another Kentuckian for tax reforms that raise revenue and let everyone pay their fair share toward making Kentucky a great place to live and work." 

II.  What's in the way (Feel free to use any combination of these.)
· Our current taxes are not fair. Low- and middle-income Kentuckians pay about 11% of their income in state and local taxes, while the wealthiest pay about 6%. This isn’t fair.

or

· Our current tax structure is inadequate.  [Reference some of the budget cuts that are impacting your community.]

or

· We can be a more competitive state for good jobs by investing in our people and our commonwealth, with good schools, excellent higher education, and a first-class infrastructure. 

· We need reforms that raise revenue, are fair to working families, and allow investment in our future. 

III.  Good policy solutions

· Good solutions would include: 
1) closing tax loopholes for corporations, with combined reporting and better, more transparent evaluation of corporate tax expenditures.
2) taxing the same luxury services that our surrounding states tax, and 
3) making our income tax more progressive, including a state EITC, so that we're all paying our fair share.

· Thank you.

More information, including specific policy talking points, at www.kftc.org’s Blue Ribbon website. (Look for the blue ribbon on our homepage.)
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