3/1/11 Hearing Testimony in support of Kentucky Forward Bill.

Linda Stettenbenz  
I’m Linda Stettenbenz, a member of the Economic Justice Committee for Kentuckians for the Commonwealth—a grassroots citizens’ organization of regular people working for a better Kentucky.  We have worked for years to help guide this piece of legislation so that it serves the economic needs of ordinary Kentuckians.  As someone who has been struggling, like many Kentuckians, to find a good job, and as a proud constituent of Jim Wayne’s, I’d like to speak with you today about the importance of the KY Forward Bill—a  plan that helps build a path for ordinary people like me to move forward.
I was born and raised in KY, and though I have lived in other places, KY is my home and I love it.  I now live in the Louisville neighborhood of Germantown.  My neighborhood is like a lot of others in KY where people like me try and work hard, but can’t always make ends meet.   
I’m one of many in my community and in this state who has spent a lot of time looking for a job.  I’ve spent my share of time in the unemployment line, and I’ve spent my share of time being underemployed.  I had a good job and lost it when the business closed--in large part due to the declining spending ability of our customers, the vast majority of whom were not wealthy, but just regular working people. 

I’ve also spent a lot of time trying to go back to school.  This time last year, I was one of  16,000 low income students who qualified for, but was denied financial aid for school because the state ran out of money.  


I had bought a small, and what was at the time a very affordable house, the year before losing my job.  So now I struggle a lot to find a job, to pay my bills, to keep my tiny house, and to afford higher education which  would give me a leg up.

We need to start thinking about what kind of Kentucky we want.  If we’re going to get serious about attracting new jobs, we have to get serious about making investments in our infrastructure.  I want to see a Kentucky with plentiful access to good education and a thriving quality of life; and so do employers.   Research in the past couple of years has shown that most new jobs will require at least two years of college.  What are we doing to support that?  Research also shows that employers are drawn to states with educated workers and a high quality of life, and that the state tax climate is much less of a factor in their decision to bring good jobs in.  

Our people are worth investing in.  We can be the kind of smart and creative workers that businesses need.  We don’t need to be especially cheap, when we can be especially good.  

I came back to Kentucky to stay because my family is here, and because I’ve come to see that this state is what we make of it.  Rolling hills, beautiful mountains, clear streams, talented writers, artists, and musicians, inspiring heroes and sheroes, colorful and kind neighbors--KY has amazing resources, and we are all intimately interconnected with them and with each other.  

I want to see a Kentucky where necessary government functions that help keep everyone safe and healthy—like the Poison Control Hotline, mental health clinics, and drug courts—are not continually facing cuts, but instead are properly maintained for ourselves and protected for future generations.  Where our smart and innovative workers, across the state, attract a new, green economy, one of the fastest growing economic sectors with some of the brightest potential for good jobs.

We have the opportunity right now to bring ourselves closer to the Kentucky that we want.  The revenue raised in Rep. Wayne’s bill will help us move closer to the Kentucky that lives up to our values, and will strengthen our economy by strengthening what we we have to offer to employers, and by easing the financial strain of Kentuckians who are struggling the most.   

I know that you all have to make tough choices sitting on this committee.  But I’m asking you to stop choosing cuts that give people reasons to lose faith in our commonwealth.  Instead, make the choice to invest in moving us all forward.  Learn about this bill.  Talk with your constituents about it.  I believe that when you articulate a vision that includes good jobs and a higher quality of life, with a fair-minded and sensible way to get there, it will be appreciated.  I believe we can get there, and change the course of Kentucky, to help make a lasting impact that brings us closer to the Kentucky that we want.

Thank you.               

